
A Playground For All Abilities  PRIVATE 


Twenty volunteers gathered bright and early at Webster Park in EPSOM Saturday May 1, equipped with screwdrivers of every size, bags of cement and the all-important Dunkin’ Donuts coffee, to complete the last phase of the park’s brand new playground.  It was a glorious day and everyone was bustling around making sure that every piece of  the playground’s new main play structure was in place and every socket was tightened.


The project began three years ago when the Friends of Webster Park Committee decided that it was time to breathe life back into the park. The park hadn’t been renovated since the 1070s. The original playground was actually used equipment, given to the park by Epsom Central School after they renovated their own playground, said volunteer Pat Keeler.


Spearheaded by committee member Kim Keeler, the committee sought several fundraising sources, including grants, auctions that involved the help of the Epsom-Chichester Lions Club, and donations. Three years later, they reached their goal of $50,000 and were ready to build the playground.


“If it weren’t for the help of local businesses and individuals, this renovation wouldn’t have taken place,” said Keeler. “This is something all of us will be able to enjoy for many years to come.”


And this is some  playground. For kids getting ready for summer break, this is definitely the place to visit. With work divided into several stages, the committee and several volunteers installed swing sets, monkey bars, rock climbing walls and double slides, which was purchased from Bill Eckhart of Childscapes, who also oversaw the installation.


Keeler, who works with special -needs children, made it a point to ensure that all the equipment is handicap-friendly and even provided special swing sets for children in wheelchairs that will be arriving in June. 


“I wanted a playground where everyone could have fun, including handicapped kids, and that is exactly what we created,” said Keeler.


Even some young children, who tagged along with their parents to help out, were impressed by what they saw.


Hayley Gelinas and Sam Yeaton summed the playground project up best by giving the ultimate kid approval, “It’s so cool and it’s awesome.


E\The children also thought it was great that the parents and adults were helping out.


“I think it’s great, because they’re giving up their time to help with the park,” Gelinas said.


So With the start of summer quickly approaching, Webster Park is sure to draw crowds of both children and adults, said Keeler. “Webster Park is for everyone and anyone. There are beautiful walking paths and picnic areas that have been renovated and now we have our great playground. It’s truly a wonderful family environment.”


But for anyone young or old, interested in using the playground’s slide, you’ll have to take a number behind young Britney Streeter, who said, “All I know is that I’ll be the first one on the slide.


