
Litchfield Lions Seeking Funds For Spencer’s ProjectPRIVATE 

$50,000 goal: Spinal muscular atrophy patient has outlived expectations.


The Litchfield Lions Club is hoping to help pull off an extreme home makeover for a very deserving family, but without the TV cameras and big TV budget. Instead, community fundraisers and private donations will have to fuel this transformation.


The club is hosting a spaghetti dinner Saturday night fir Spencer Merrill, a 9 year old boy who has spinal muscular atrophy, a genetic disease that affects the muscles used fir crawling, walking, head and neck control and swallowing.


Tom and Mary Jane Merrill hope to use the money raised to help them renovate their home - a mission they have called “Spencer’s Project.”  When Spencer was born, doctors told his parents he wouldn’t live past his second birthday.  But Spencer has defied that prognosis.  He is now in fourth grade at Griffin Memorial Elementary School.


Spencer talks non-stop about his favorite baseball team, the Boston Red Sox, and his friends at school. He bumps his wheelchair into his father, on purpose, and likes to show off his baseball trophies.  But, like any 9-year-old, when you ask him a question, he clams up and looks embarrassed.


Spencer requires round-the-clock care, and his parents have set up their schedules so they can be the ones providing it. Tom works mornings and weekends and Mary Jane works evenings. Spencer’s 12-year old sister Paige cares for him in the half-hour gap between when Mary Jane leaves and Tom comes home.

Spencer now  weighs 90 pounds, and his parents are having a hard time lifting him from his wheelchair to his bed then down the hall to their small bathroom. He’s also outgrowing his bedroom, which is too small to fit much of the equipment that would make his life easier.


The Merrill’s hope to raise $50,000 to turn Spencer’s current bedroom into a bathroom, complete with overhead lift, and to add another bedroom onto their house.


“Tom and I have never ever asked for help,

‘ said Mary Jane.  “It just came to the point that we had to.” They are already on their way to reaching their goal.  Spencer’s school held a fundraiser in June for the project and raised $11,000. And one of Spencer’s  friends raised $137 by selling bookmarks she crocheted.


“I’m overwhelmed by how the community has helped out,” said Mary Jane.


All of the labor for the renovation will be donated. Ray Merrill, Tom’s brother, has worked in construction for 25 years, and has offered to do a lot of the work.  He has friends who are willing to come in and do the pluming and electrical work for free as well, so the $50,000 will be spent on building materials and medical equipment like the lift.


