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LIONS TAKING SPECIAL PICTURES

Epsom-Chichester Lions turned out in force at the Epsom Library in a big effort to prevent blindness in the local children. Millions of children of children throughout the world are not so fortunate to be part of this special program.

In fact, a child goes blind every minute: about 500,000 children lose their vision across the world yearly.  The tragedy is that most instances of childhood blindness are preventable and treatable.

That is where the Lions come into the picture. We can work locally to provide help to diagnose eyesight problems in a very simple way.  This happened last week at the Epsom Library.  We used a special camera to take a quick digital picture of a number of children’s eyes.  Then, the results were sent to volunteer Lion Ophthalmologists to be evaluated.  The parents will be notified if their child needs further evaluation in an office.

The screening is used to determine if the child has “amblyopia” or what is commonly known as “lazy eye”. The condition causes blindness in one eye. If treated before 6 years old, treatment usually results in a marked improvement.  The camera also will indicate if the child has near or far-sightedness so that treatment can also be started for those conditions. 

Sight problems will affect even the smallest child with difficulties in learning and perceiving the world around them. If you have the opportunity to have your child screened, please take advantage of the situation. If you missed the screening, please contact us and we can arrange for another session in the future. We will also be screening at the local daycares.  Call 736-9942 or 435-6241 for further information from the Epsom-Chichester Lions Club.
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