
Lions District 44-H Flag Essay Contest Has Epsom Winner AgainPRIVATE 


The Epsom-Chichester Lions are very proud of  a student at Epsom Central School again. We have a first place winner in the Lions Flag Essay Contest from District 44- H on this side of the Merrimack River. A Lions committee member was instrumental in choosing this essay. This Lion is a soldier just back from a tour of duty in Iraq.


The outstanding student who won the contest this year is Douglas Turnbull, a graduating eighth grader at the Epsom Central School His essay is as follows:


“To me the American Flag means Liberty, Strength, and Loyalty. The American Flag’s colors are Red, White and Blue. White stands for faith, Red stands for bravery, and Blue stands for strength. Three years ago, this country stopped when acts of terrorism occurred in our backyard. All of the people who died that day became heroes to me and probably to a lot of other people. I can remember that day when I was in 5th grade and there was an announcement on the intercom. I remember getting home and my Mom watching something on the TV, and when I san down to my homework, she told me what had happened. I remember thinking to myself how all those peoples’ lives stopped just because of a bunch of terrorist.


Now every time I stand to say the Pledge of Allegiance or sing the National Anthem at a sporting event and the big TV, showing all the men and women fighting for us, my eyes start watering thinking about all those people dying and risking their lives for us. Some people say that we don’t need this war and we’re just sending people overseas for nothing, but I think that if we don’t do what we’re doing right now, they will come back and do it again.


This country started out with thirteen stars and then kept growing, and today we have fifty. Each star on the flag stands for a state. Every time I look at a flag, it reminds me of how free and strong we are. Even after nine-eleven, we stayed strong and didn’t give up. Thanks to all the brave men and women, our country is free. That’s what the American Flag means to me.”


Congratulations to Douglas Turnbull! Doug won a prize of a $100 cash awarded by the Lions Flag Essay Committee. He is a credit to his community and the country.


